
--------- Forwarded message --------- 

From: James Turpin <turkop@att.net> 

Date: Wed, Apr 21, 2021 at 4:57 PM 

Subject: Questions Regarding Redistricting Commission Structure 

To: Meg Lamb <mlamb@dls.virginia.gov> 

 

ML- 

 

I realize this is not your responsibility but I wanted to raise some questions about the Redistricting Commission 

Committees. If you could forward this to Amigo W it would be appreciated. 

 

These are process based and do not relate to specific policy issues. 

 

It would be helpful if some of these questions could be addressed at next week's meeting. Hopefully, this will reduce 

the amount of public comment or future discussion. 

 

Here are some potential concerns that I have heard: 

 

    1. Will these be the only Committees? 

 

    2. How many members will there be of each Committee? 

 

    3. What will be the ratio of legislators to citizen members on each Committee? 

 

    4. Will Committee meeting be open? 

 

    5. If it is over three members, how will this be done under FOIA? 

 

    6. When are these Committees expected to compete their assigned tasks? 

 

Again, I am just trying to be helpful and hopefully expedite the process.  There aren't any hidden agendas. 

 

Hope this is received in the manner it was intended. 

 

Please feel free to let Amigo know he can reach out to me directly if he desires. We have worked together 

previously on a General Laws issue. 

 

Thanks. 

 

JST 

 

mailto:turkop@att.net
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VA Redistricting <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

April 26 meeting, Agenda item #4. Public comment 
1 message

Richard Mr Zimermann <richardzimermann@verizon.net> Sun, Apr 25, 2021 at 1:34 PM
To: "varedist@dls.virginia.gov" <varedist@dls.virginia.gov>

Commissioners: 

Political community in districts should coincide with authentic communities in Virginia residents’
public behavior as consumers and commercial networks.
 
Most voters in a Congressional District should shop in the same places. For one example, VA-04
voters at Southpark Mall in Colonial Heights do not also shop 81 miles away in Greenbrier Mall,
Chesapeake. 
 
Authentic behaviors of the people are readily available for commissioners to see, mapped in the Rand
McNally 2010 Commercial Atlas and Marketing Guide. They can also to be found in current Virginia
Planning District reports at the Library of Virginia and in university libraries statewide.

Sincerely, 

Richard G. Zimermann, Jr. 
VOTER NUMBER 808020532
1226 Brookside Landing 
Chesapeake VA 23320 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1226+Brookside+Landing+Chesapeake+VA+23320?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/1226+Brookside+Landing+Chesapeake+VA+23320?entry=gmail&source=g
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VIRGINIA REDISTRICTING STRATEGY PROPOSAL 

this implies that each newly designed district’s population must be within a 5% +/- range of one-

eleventh of Virginia’s current population (currently at 784,201).  At the present time, the following 

Virginia congressional districts do NOT fall within a 5% +/- range of 784,201: VA-01, VA-02, VA-05, VA-

09, VA-10. 

3) Racial fairness 
The redrawn congressional district maps should not intend to or have the effect of diluting the power of 

minority voters or their ability to elect candidates of their choice. 

4) No Political Party / Candidate Advantages 
The newly redrawn Virginia congressional district maps must not give a partisan edge or advantage to 

any one political party, candidate or incumbent. 

5) Preserve Existing Geographic Boundaries 
The newly redrawn Virginia congressional district maps should adhere to the guideline of not splitting 

existing city, town, or county boundaries as much as possible. 

6) Reflex U.S. Census 2020 data 
Unless the U.S. census data 2020 for Virginia indicates otherwise, the number of Virginia congressional 

districts will remain at eleven (11). 

7) Reflective of Key Demographics 
The newly drawn congressional district maps must take into consideration percentage breakdowns of 

the following demographics: 

a) Race/Ethnicity % Distribution (White, Black, Hispanic, Asian, etc.) 

b) Industries and Occupations 

c) Urban/Rural breakdown 

d) Education (Enrollment/Level of Educational Achievement) 
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Proposed Strategy for Redrawing Virginia’s Congressional District Maps 

Overview 
The proposed strategy for redrawing Virginia’s congressional district maps is based on a hub-and-spoke 

architecture where the hubs are Virginia’s 25 most-populated counties and the spokes are adjacent 

smaller populated counties . The proposed  overall congressional district maps architecture is  modeled 

after how the Virginia Association of Counties -Regions (“VACo”) is organized which currently has 

thirteen designated state regions and a subset (80+) of all existing counties in the state of Virginia.  

District Architecture -the Hubs 
Virginia’s 25 most populated counties represent significant communities of interest and place and 

account for two-thirds of Virginia’s total population.  These counties can be used as the hubs for any 

new congressional districts because that is where: 

• Most people live in Virginia 

• Highest concentration of schools exists 

• Highest concentration of jobs and industries exist 

• The largest collection of major shopping centers occurs 

• Where many major religious centers are located 

• And further these counties provide a wide-array of government products and services to their 

residents and neighboring smaller counties (e.g.; Police , Courts, Utilities, Election Polling 

Locations & Libraries). 

District Architecture – The Spokes 
Each district hub will have attached to it adjacent smaller populated counties going out in wider arcs 

until a congressional district population of one-eleventh of the total population of Virginia is achieved.  

The total population of Virginia as of 2020 was: 8,626,210. The total population of the twenty-five (25) 

most populated counties in Virginia is: 5,756,900. 

 

Candidates for the adjacent counties must satisfy the following criteria: 

• Either be adjacent to the congressional district hub and/or each other to be in compliance with 

the “contiguous” rule. 

• Should have similar demographics as much as possible as regards: 

a) Race/Ethnicity % Distribution (White, Black, Hispanic, Asian, etc.) 

b) Industries and Occupations 

c) Urban / Rural breakdown 

d) Education (Enrollment/Level of Educational Achievement)  
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VIRGINIA REDISTRICTING STRATEGY PROPOSAL 

Candidate Virginia Congressional Districts to be Redrawn / Rationale 
 The overriding rationale for redrawing the map for any particular Virginia congressional district is to 

have its demographic attributes fall within a 95 % to 105% range of the averages for those demographic 

attributes for all of the state congressional districts.  

The demographic attributes recommended to be used as benchmarks for redistricting are: 

1. Urban versus Rural percentage breakdown of a congressional district 

2. Congressional District Population (use actual count not averages) 

3. Land Area (square miles) 

4. Median Household Income 

5. Race/Ethnicity %s Distribution (White, Black, Hispanic, Asian, etc.) 

VA-01 Congressional District 
Rationale for redrawing district’s map: 

• Current population not within 95% to 105% of 1/11 of Virginia’s total population. Has an excess 

of 48,945 current residents. 

• District’s Urban Land Area is 69.54% and deviates from the state-wide average of 75.51% by a 

negative 5.97%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of White Residents  exceeds the state-wide average by 6.83%. 

VA-02 Congressional District 
Rationale for redrawing district’s map: 

• Current population not within 95% to 105% of 1/11 of Virginia’s total population; shortfall of 

52,070 residents. 

• District’s Urban Land Area  exceeds the state-wide average by 16.99%. 

VA-05 Congressional District 
Rationale for redrawing district’s map: 

• Current population  not within 95% to 105% of 1/11 of Virginia’s total population;  shortfall of 

40,231 residents. 

• District’s  Urban Land Area falls short of the state-wide average by 40.21%. 

• Entire Land Area is 10,030 square miles that exceeds all of the other Virginia congressional 

districts total land areas. VA-05 is larger in area than six US states (Vermont, New Jersey, Rhode 

Island, Connecticut, Delaware, and New Hampshire). 

• Current Percentage (%) of White Residents  exceeds the state-wide average by 9.41%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Hispanic Residents  falls short of the state-wide average of 5.5%. 
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VA-06 Congressional District 
Rationale for redrawing district’s map: 

• District’s Urban Land Area  falls short of the state-wide average by 11.17%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of White Residents exceeds the state-wide average  by 18.07%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Black Residents falls short of the state-wide average by 7.83%. 

VA-08 Congressional District 
Rationale for redrawing district’s map: 

• District’s Urban Land Area exceeds the state-wide average by 24.2%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of White Residents falls short of the state-wide average by 9.49%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Hispanic Residents exceeds  the state-wide average by 9.74%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Asian Residents exceeds  the state-wide average by 6.51%. 

VA-09 Congressional District 
Rationale for redrawing district’s map: 

• Current population not within 95% to 105% of 1/11 of Virginia’s total population shortfall of 

71,919 residents. 

• District Urban Land Area falls short of the state-wide average by 33.76%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of White Residents exceeds the state-wide average  by 25.62%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Black Residents falls short of the state-wide average by 8.33%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Hispanic Residents exceeds the state-wide average by 9.74%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Asian Residents exceeds the state-wide average  by 6.51%. 

VA-10 Congressional District 
Rationale for redrawing district’s map: 

• Current population not within 95% to 105% of 1/11 of Virginia’s total population; excess of 

81,696 residents. 

• District Urban Land Area exceeds the state-wide average by 10.02%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Black Residents  falls short of the state-wide average by 12.62%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Asian Residents exceeds the state-wide average  by 8.96%. 

VA-11 Congressional District 
Rationale for redrawing district’s map: 

• District Urban Land Area  exceeds the state-wide average by 24.46%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of White Residents  falls short of the state-wide average  by 15.79%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Hispanic Residents exceeds the state-wide average by 9.43%. 

• Current Percentage (%) of Asian Residents exceeds the state-wide average  by 13.81%. 
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Redistricting Efforts to Date 

Demographics Data Collection/Organization 
As of March, 2021, I have downloaded U.S census data for 2019 for the state of Virginia as it pertains to 

the existing congressional districts of Virginia and its twenty-five most populated counties. The data has 

been organized into a set of multiple separate Microsoft Excel 2019 workbooks. Each Excel workbook 

contains multiple worksheets presented in several formats; raw data, data ranges, tabular and charts 

(e.g., funnel charts) The data that has been captured includes: 

• Congressional district population counts, median incomes and land areas in square miles 

• Current political party representing the Congressional district 

• Urban/Rural Percentage breakdowns of Congressional districts 

• Congressional district ethnicity percentages and population counts 

• Congressional district educational levels and resident counts 

• Congressional district income brackets and resident counts 

• Congressional district industry types and corresponding employment counts 

• County population counts, median incomes and land areas in square miles 

• County ethnicity percentages and population counts 

• Henrico County Programs & Services 

• Compilation of a list of all the community colleges in Virginia; enrollment counts and location 

Data Sources for Redrawn Congressional District Maps 
• Most current data available from the US Census Bureau for zip codes/ZCTAs is from the 

American Community Survey's 2019 5-year estimates. 

• Demographic / GIS data sourced from the GIS departments of the twenty-five most populated 

counts 

• Virginia Regions Study Guide 

• Authoritative articles found in Wikipedia 

• Virginia County Map from “Maps of World” organization 

• Virginia Demographics by Cubit 
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VIRGINIA REDISTRICTING STRATEGY PROPOSAL 

Appendices 

About the Author (Ken Chasin) 
• Resident of Charlottesville, Virginia 

• Retired senior-level Information Technology professional 

• Areas of expertise include business intelligence solutions, data warehousing and data analysis 

• Have worked in multiple industries that include: 

o Computer Manufacturing 

o Health Care (HMOs) 

o Insurance (Property & Life Liability) 

• Have developed strategic planning documents for large corporations. 

Virginia Association of Counties – Regions (“VACo”) 
The Virginia Association of Counties exists to support county officials and to effectively represent, and 

promote the interests of counties to better serve the people of Virginia. It currently represents over 

eighty (80) Virginia counties.  

For more information about the Virginia Association of Counties-Regions, please visit the Web site 

https://www.vaco.org/county-profiles/vaco-regions/. This Web site includes the following information: 

• County Employment 

• County Profiles 

• Rural Caucus 

• Regions 

 

https://www.vaco.org/county-profiles/vaco-regions/

